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Calendar of Events

TCES NEWS
Principally Speaking
Dear Parents:
As the excitement brews for everyone to come back together for another exciting and successful year, it is bittersweet to lose a few of our wonderful family members. Due to the relocation of
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Program, we have lost three invaluable family members. The entire
team (Mrs. Anglin, Mrs. Bonnie, & Mrs. Andrews) will be truly missed. They are wonderful and
were blessed to have worked with them. They were relocated to Poplar Road Elementary but will
always be part of our family. We will miss Mrs. Traylor, and I hope she is enjoying her retirement. Additionally, Nurse Judy, has decided to stay home to support her new grandchild and will
be missed as well. However, please join me in welcoming our new family members: Mr. Parks
Millard (Resource teacher), Ms. Fiona Karbowski (TA for Mr. Millard), Ms. Heidi Burkle
(Autism teacher), Ms. Latisha Reed (Ms. Burkle’s Autism TA), Mrs.Carissa Gill (Nurse) and
Mrs. Miranda Parham (Computer Lab teacher).
Our theme for this year is “Leading and Learning at Thomas Crossroads Elementary.” One of
our continuous goals is to help students perform at their highest level possible. We will focus on
preparing our students to be proficient or distinguished learners. As defined by the state of Georgia, Proficient Learners demonstrate proficiency in the knowledge and skills necessary at this
grade level/course of learning, as specified in Georgia’s content standards. The students are prepared for the next grade level or course and are on track for college and career readiness. Distinguished Learners demonstrate advanced proficiency in the knowledge and skills necessary at this
grade level/course of learning, as specified in Georgia’s content standards. We will accomplish
our goal by focusing on Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs).
ALDs are narrative descriptions of the knowledge and skills expected at each of the four
achievement levels and were developed for 3rd– 12th grade level, content areas, and courses by
committees of Georgia educators in March 2015 and July 2015. The ALDs are based on the stateadopted content standards. ALDs show a progression of knowledge and skills for which students
must demonstrate competency across the achievement level. It is important to understand that a
student should demonstrate mastery of the knowledge and skills within his/her achievement level
as well as all content and skills in any achievement levels that precede his/her own, if any. For
example, a Proficient Learner should also possess the knowledge and skills of a Developing
Learner and a Beginning Learner. We want our children to be successful academically, socially,
and emotionally along with achieving to their fullest potential. As we work together as a team, we
must continue to communicate and have an open mind with identifying and addressing barriers
that can prevent our students from doing their best; such as arriving to school daily and on time,
sharing and collaborating with other teachers about your concerns when they arise, etc.
As the principal of Thomas Crossroads Elementary (TCE), I am honored and proud to serve
the students, families and staff of TCE. On behalf of the Thomas Crossroads staff, we extend a
warm welcome to all children and families returning and joining us for the 2017-2018 school
year.
In closing, please spend the necessary time to review our school handbook with your child(ren)
to ensure they have a firm understanding of policies, procedures, and general information. It is
essential that you and your child(ren) read and abide by these guidelines to help maintain a safe
and orderly learning environment. I am confident that this year will prove to be our best yet!
Dr. Fate R. Simmons,
Principal

PBIS NEWS
Thomas Crossroads has new rules & expectations for the month of September:
Walk & Talk Rules
Restroom Rules
The lesson for the rules and expectations in the restroom and during “Walk and Talk” will be
taught by the teachers during homeroom.
Students are earning green "Gotcha's " to be used at the end of 9 weeks for our 9 week celebration. Remind your child that they will earn "Gotcha's for demonstrating good
behavior!
Ms. Luke

Sept. 6th — 13th
Book Fair
7:45—3:00
Sept. 13 closes 12:00
Sept. 7th
PTO General. Meeting
6:00
Cafeteria
Sept. 8th
Book Character Day
$1.00
Sept. 11th — 22nd
Ferst Foundation Drive
Sept. 11th
Grandpeople Luncheon
PK, K—2nd grades
Sept. 12th
Grandpeople Luncheon
3rd—5th Grades
Sept. 14th
Good News begins
Sept. 15th
Fourth Grade Weather
Guest Speaker
1:30
Media Center
Sept. 22nd
Starlite Spirit Night
6:00—9:00
Sept. 25th
Tiger Paw Book Swap

Practices
Chorus
Every Thursday
2:30—3:30
Music Room

Clubs
Good News Club
Every Thursday
2:30—4:00
Gym

Nurse’s Notes
Please make sure you keep your child's clinic card up-to-date with contact phone numbers, allergies, and/or new
medical diagnosis. By having current phone numbers for the parent(s)/guardian(s), this will help me
contact you if your child gets sick at school or in the event of an emergency.
We will have our school wide head check Sept. 13th — 15th. To help make this process easier,
please make sure girls do not have their hair up in a ponytail, bun, or pulled back in a barrette.
If your child needs to take medication at school, the medication needs to be in the original container
with your child's name and dosing instructions. A medication administration form needs to be filled out
and signed for medication to be administered at school. The clinic does not keep Tylenol, Advil, or Benadryl on hand
for students to take.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (770) 254-2751 ext .212.
Carissa Gill, LPN
Visit our web site http://www.cowetaschools.org/tces

Media Matters
Fall Book Fair
Wednesday, September 6th - Wednesday
September 13th
7:30-3:00
closes at noon on Sept. 13th
Book Fair Grand"people" Luncheon
Come and eat lunch with your grandchild. Afterwards, shop at the Book Fair!
PreK - 2nd grades: Monday, September 11th
Pre-K
11:10 — 11:40
Kinder
11:00 — 11:30
1st Grade
12:00 — 12:30
2nd Grade
11:40 — 12:10
3rd - 5th grades: Tuesday, September 12th
3rd Grade
11:20 — 11:50
4th Grade
12:30 — 1:00
5th Grade
12:20 – 12:50
Tiger Paw Book Swap
Our Book Swap will be September 25th. Students are
allowed to swap a maximum of 5 books.
Renee Rich
Media Specialist

Music Notes
Chorus has begun their rehearsals. Chorus meets
every Tuesday from 2:30-3:30. Please mark these dates
on your calendar:
November 6 at TCE - Veteran's Day Program
November 28 at the CPVA - 7:00 PM - Holiday
Program
March 21 at the CPVA - 7:00 PM - Spring
Program.
All students will participate in all three programs.
Dr. Thomas
Music Teacher

Counselor’s Corner
Ways To Help Your Child Do Well In School
 Show you care. Your child needs hugs and words of
support. Ask your child about school each day.
 Read, read, read. Read with your child or have him or
her read every day. Make it fun – talk about what
you’ve read.
 Promote healthy habits. Make sure your child gets
plenty of sleep and exercise and eats balanced meals.
Schedule regular checkups.
 Be a role model. Your child learns from you. Be positive about education and show you enjoy learning.
 Encourage independence. Allow your child to make
mistakes and learn to accept their consequences. Help
raise your child’s self-esteem by setting reachable
goals and praising your child’s efforts, not just results.
 Create a study routine. Set a time and quiet place for
your child to work every day. Go over homework together.
 Get involved. Meet with your child’s teacher, attend
school events and help out at school if you can.
 Make school important. Insist on good attendance and
punctuality.
Susan Schmitt
Counselor

Academic Bowl News
Thank you for your interest in the Thomas Crossroads Academic Bowl Team. Try-outs for
the 2017-18 school year will be held immediately after school on Thursday, September 21, 2017. 4th or 5th grade students
trying out for the team will be evaluated on
their knowledge and quickness of answering math, reading, language arts, science, social studies, current
events, and fine arts questions. Students will also be
evaluated based on teacher recommendation.
Students selected as members of the Academic Bowl
team will start practicing after school one day each week
beginning mid-October (date and day of the week,
Thursday, currently under consideration - TBD). In addition to weekly practices, members will be responsible
for completing weekly homework assignments.
Parent permission is required for students to participate in the try-outs, practices and meets. Parents must
provide transportation home from try-outs, practices,
and meets. There are 4 meets scheduled
Beverly Reichman
Erin Gladden
..

Relay For Life News
Mark your calendars! The Relay for Life event will
be Saturday, April 28, 2018. The times have not been
set in stone yet but looking at 3:00 p.m. to 10
p.m.
Patsy Davis
PTO
Thank you to all that came to the Back to School
Boogie. Everyone had a great time.
Don’t forget Starlite Spirit Night, Sept.
22nd.

Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy Coin Drive
Coins will be collected every morning in your
child’s classroom, during lunch and during book fair
September 11th thru September 22nd.
*Please consider donating any loose change your child
might have after they have purchased their books from
the book fair!
What is the Ferst Foundation?
Mission: Provide free age-appropriate books
for every child under the age of five in Coweta County.
Did You Know:
Sixty-one percent of low-income families do
not have a single piece of age-appropriate reading material in their home?
One-third of Georgia’s children start school
unprepared to learn?
Seventy-five percent of Georgia’s students who
are poor readers in the third grade will remain poor
readers in high school.
How Do Books Help?
The more words a child hears, the larger the child’s
vocabulary and the larger the child’s vocabulary, the
more likely the child will be a proficient reader. However, in order to read with a child, books must be in the
home.

