
Ruth Hill Elementary School 
Important 

Dates 
October  

 
15-19  ITBS 
 for 3rd & 5th Grades 
 
18- Kindergarten Trip 
  to Uncle Bobôs Farm 
 
19- Picture Retakes 
 
22- School Bus Driver 
     Appreciation Day 
 
29-Art to Remember 
     Fundraiser Begins 
 
 
 
 

 

 

November  
 

1- Santa Pictures 
 
5- Art to Remember 
     Orders Due 
 
19-23 Thanksgiving 
            Holidays 
26- Students Return 
        to School 
30- GYSTC Fieldtrip  
     for 5th Grade 

 
 

 

 

 
December  

 
18- Studentôs last day 
     before Winter Break 
18- End of Semester 
18- Affidavits of  
        Residence Due 
 
19- Teacher Workday 
 
20-Jan 3 Winter Break/ 

       Student Holidays 

 

 

 

We have had an amazing start this school year! What an honor it is for me to be writing to the 

parents of Ruth Hill Elementary School and to be working with such wonderful staff and  

students! I certainly believe that my steps have been ordered. As the prior Assistant Principal 

of Grantville Elementary, I dedicated my energies to helping Grantville become a progressive 

educational center. I knew my dedication to Ruth Hill would be just as eventful! Before I left 

Grantville, a Parapro drew a picture of a Gator evolving into an Eagle, which presently hangs in 

my office. I know this transformation has already taken place and I can say whole -heartedly 

that I truly enjoy being part of such a terrific school staff and community.  
 

Having been a teacher at Ruth Hill from 1988 ð 1994, this was a òcoming homeó event for me. 

Except for the renovation, the building was familiar territory. Many faces were already  

friendships made and kept throughout the years. My heart for the students has enlarged to 

create the vision that I desire for Ruth Hill.  
 

 Many changes are taking place in education in the state of Georgia and at the national level. 

This is causing teachers to take a hard look at their teaching styles as they begin to make 

changes toward research proven, standards based instruction. Using test data to analyze our 

strengths and weaknesses is essential. Incorporating technology is critical. AND Ruth Hill will 

not be òleft behindó. Our school improvement plan has been developed with these conditions in 

mind. Our new website will be up and running very soon. Flexible grouping is already being  

established at each grade level so that students have opportunity for remediation,  

acceleration, and consistent progression. Keep your eyes on the future of Ruth Hill!  After all, 

we are the SOARing Eagles!!!                                              Valerie Mathura, Principal 

The Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS)  will be given to children in grades 3 & 5 on October 
15 ï 19, 2007.  The test will start each day promptly at 8:30 and end around 10:30. 

 

The Purpose of this Test: It is a norm-referenced test.  It measures year-to-year growth in  
academic skills; compares the student's achievements with others in the same grade/level; 
shows the student's academic strengths and weaknesses. The results of the ITBS are used for 
evaluation, decision-making, and instructional improvement. 
  

Please remember to:   
XHave your child at school on time, by 8:00 a.m. each day. 
XHave your child eat a good breakfast and get at least eight hours of sleep. 
XEncourage your child to have a positive attitude.   
XHave two number 2 pencils for the test. 

 .                                                                    Dillia Smith, Assistant Principal 

The Principalôs Posté 
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October  2007 

Affidavit of Residence  
Due date is Tuesday, December 18, 2007  

By way of reminder, all parents, guardians, or custodians of students must bring an Affidavit of 
Residence and two items of address verification to the school by Dec. 18th. Students of parents 
that do not comply with this court order will not be allowed to return to school in January. A  
second letter will be sent out by the end of October to those that have not returned the affidavit 
and verification items. Mrs. McKnight and Ms. Hinesley are both notaries and will be glad to  
affirm your signature after bringing in the necessary documents. Thank you for your swift 
response to this need. SPECIAL THANKS to those parents who have already taken care of 



Ruth Hill Welcomes New Staff Members  

Parent  

    V
olunteers 

     
   N

eeded! 

 Box Tops 

for  

Education 

 

Donôt forget to 
save those box 

tops!  So far 
our earnings 
will be over 

$450.  Help us 
reach our goal 
of $1000.  Also 
remember to 

become a Box 
Top Booster. 

Join at 
www.boxtopsfo
reducation.com    

 

 

  

 

  As your child's counselor here at Ruth Hill, my  role is to assist  

faculty, students and parents with  our children's emotional, social, 

academic and behavioral development.  Recent topics discussed in the 

Counseling Center have included our school -wide discipline plan, bully 

prevention, and school success strategies.   Please ask your children 

questions about these topics.  

     During the week of October 22 - 26 , we will be celebrating Red  
Ribbon Week.  This is an awareness campaign.  The red ribbons  

remind us of the importance of healthy living; especially in the area 

of drug and alcohol abuse prevention.   This year we will be wearing 

ribbons stating  "I have Better Things to do Than Drugs.ó  Each day 

we will be wearing  something different to highlight our commitment 

to living a healthy lifestyle.  
                                                             Lucia Woods, Counselor 

Germs and Hygiene  

    When you cough or sneeze, you send tiny germ -filled droplets into the air. Colds and flu usually spread 

that way.  Some germs are past from person to person by touching something that is contaminated, like 

shaking hands with someone who has a cold and then touching your own nose.    

                            You can help stop the spread of germs by:  

                                             ·Covering your mouth and nose when you sneeze or cough  

                                             · Cleaning your hands often  

                                             · Avoiding touching your eyes, nose or mouth  

                                               Remember the two words germs fear ñ soap and water. Washing your  

                                               hands well and often is the best way to beat these tiny warriors. Hand   

                            washing is one of the most effective and most overlooked ways to stop disease.  

                            Wash your hands every time you cough or sneeze, before you eat or prepare foods,   

                                               after you use the bathroom, after you touch animals and pets, after  

                                                     you play outside, and after you visit a sick relative or friend. There's  

                                                        a right way to wash hands, too. Use warm water and plenty of soap,  

                                                        then rub your hands together vigorously for at least 15 seconds  

                                                             (away from the water). . Rinse your hands and finish by drying  

                                                                  them thoroughly on a clean towel.  

                                                                      **Disposable hand wipes or gel sanitizers also work well.  

          Patty Morris, Nurse 

Counselorôs Corneré 

We are happy to introduce several new staff members at 
Ruth Hill School this year! (Left to right) Mr. Maurice Brown, 
Resource Teacher; Mrs. Valerie Mathura, Principal; Mrs. 
Dana DeGennaro, Kindergarten Teacher; Mrs. Rhonda 
Lowery, Parapro; Ms. Betsy Dunlap, Resource Teacher;  
Mrs. Pam Davis, Speech Teacher 

                        Red Ribbon Spirit Week Schedule:  
       Monday Oct. 22 -  Sock It to Drugs  
       (students wear crazy or mismatched socks and roll up pants to show socks off)      

       Tuesday Oct. 23 -  Team Up Against Drugs  
           (students wear any type of sports jersey)    

       Wednesday Oct 24 - Turn your Back on Drugs  
            (students wear clothes backwards)  

       Thursday Oct 25 - Tie Drugs Up (students wear ties to school)  

     Friday Oct 26 - United We Stand Against Drugs  
             (students wear red, white and blue)  

                                                               
                                                             Parents, we  

                                                            need your help! 

                                                         The PTO  
                                                            Parent  
                                                            Involvement 
                                                       Committee 
                                                 needs parents who    
                                     can help with organizing,  
                                  typing, and working with   
            students and teachers. Any help you are  
             willing to give will be greatly appreciated! 
Please contact Cynthia Corbett at Ruth Hill by 
phone (770-254-2895) or by email at  
cynthia.corbett@cowetaschools.org 
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