
        Ruth Hill Elementary School 

Important 
Dates  

 

April  
 

April 1 -May 1 
    Kindergarten 
      Registration  
 

2- CRCT MOCK 
      Test-Math 
 

3-  PTO Board 
        Meeting 
 

7-11 Spring Break  
 

18- Spring Fling 
         5:00-7:00 
 

21-25 CRCT Test 
      for 1st-5th grades 
 

24- Art Show &  
      Honors Chorus 
        5:30-7:00 
 

28- Kindergarten  
        to GYSTC 
  

May  

 

1-  PTO and K-2 
       Music Program 
             6:30 
 

2- Relay for Life Walk 
 

6- Track Meet at NHS 

 

7- 6th grade 
      Orientation at    
       EMS & SRMS  
 

8- Schoolwide  
       Writing Blitz 
 

12- ESOL Meeting at  
       Libraryï 7:00 
 

23- Last Day of School 

 I am proud to say that our CRCT Family Help Night was a HUGE success as 83  
parents and students joined the Ruth Hill Elementary School staff for pizza and a better 
understanding of the importance of doing well on the CRCT. The countdown is on! We 
only have four weeks left to make sure students have an understanding of all the  
standards in their grade level. For this reason, I want to bring two concerns to your  
attention. 

Attendance is Critical!  
First, we need your child here everyday! Even though your student is allowed to make 
up the work, nothing will make up for the instruction that has been missed. Although we 
do not want your child to be here when he/she is sick, please understand that  
absences count against your student whether the absence is excused or not. At 10 
days, our social worker will become involved in such a situation. Tardies and early 
leaves also count against your child. Please be aware to the need to have your student 
here everyday, all day, and on time!  

Photosensitive Seizures  
Second, many of our students proudly discuss their ownership of XBOX or a similar 
product. Have you read the safety information that comes with such technology? 
Recently, my nephew developed seizures, never having prior symptoms. His doctor  
suggested the idea of photosensitive seizures. When I mentioned this to a Ruth Hill 
teacher, she brought me a copy of the Safety Information from an XBOX. ñA very small 
percentage of people may experience a seizure when exposed to certain visual  
images, including flashing lights or patternséò The symptoms include lightheadedness, 
altered vision, eye or face twitching, jerking or shaking of arms or legs, disorientation, 
confusion, or momentary loss of awareness. 

 

 I bring this to your attention so that you can assist your child by monitoring their time 
with such activities. Often, students tell us they play their games before they come to 
school in the mornings. I especially encourage you to minimize game and TV time 
 during the CRCT week (April 21-25). Instead, provide opportunities for physical play in 
the sunlight. Only four more weeks until the CRCT! Then after the CRCT, only four 
weeks before summer. Letôs not only SOAR with Respect, but also SOAR with 
Success!                                                                                 Finish well,                                                                                                   

                                                                                                   Valerie Mathura, Principal 

Testing Updates 
 
 

Grade 5 Writing Assessments measures student competency in three writing genres:  
            narrative, informational, or persuasive. 
Grade 3 Writing Assessments (Scoring window is March 17-28). 
The Big One!!! 
  Students in grades 1-5 will be administered the Criterion -Referenced Competency Test (CRCT) 
the week of April 21-25, 2008.  This test will start promptly at 8:30am each morning and end 
around 10:30.  Parents please have your children here on time. 
  The CRCT is designed to measure how well students acquire the skills and knowledge described in 
the Georgia Performance Standards (GPS) and the Quality Core Curriculum (QCC). The 
assessments yield information on academic achievement at the student, class, school, system, and 
state levels. This information is used to diagnose individual student strengths and weaknesses as 
related to the instruction of the GPS/QCC, and to gauge the quality of education throughout Georgia. 
  The scale for having learned the Georgia Performance Standards is: 

Level 3     ñExceeds the Standardò      850-950 

Level 2     ñMeets the Standardò      800-849 

Level 1     ñDoes Not Meet the Standardò     650-799 

Dillia Smith, Assistant Principal 

The Principalôs Posté 
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Ruth Hill Academic Bowl Team  Counselorôs Corner Letõs Have a Family Meeting 
 

 An important way to keep the lines of communication open and to 
ensure the expectations of being a member of the family are  
understood is the good old fashioned Family Meeting.  With the hustle 
and bustle of life, it is often a rare event for the entire family to be  
together.  Family meetings can reduce the amount of arguing and 
emotional responses to disciplinary situations that arise in all families.  
When rules and expectations are laid out and consequences are  
pre-planned and explained and understood, the arguing and  
emotionalism is greatly reduced.  Here are the ground rules for a 
productive family meeting: 
 

* Start the meeting with everyone sharing a compliment about all  
     present. 
* Respect everyoneôs opinion.  No lectures or put downs. 
* Stay focused on the topics the meeting is about. 
* Summarize the agreements made at the meeting so everyone 
     understands. 
* Keep the meeting short. 
* Check back during the next meeting to see if the agreements are  
     working out. 
* Keep trying. 

 This is also a great time to play a family board or card game or plan 
the weekôs dinner menu! 

Lucia Woods, Counselor 

  The Ruth Hill Academic Bowl Team had a fantastic season as 
this was the first year Ruth Hill has ever competed in the  
academic bowl meets. They competed against elementary  
students from six other counties as well as other Coweta County 
schools. Their best finish was at their first meet, where they were 
presented a fourth place plaque. However, the biggest  
accomplishment awarded to the team was when they  were  
selected to compete in the final round on March 11th at Park  
Elementary in Harris County. The top six teams from the three 
divisions were invited to attend. An important part to the success 
of the team is their dedication to study each week. The team has 
held weekly practices since the end of October.  Their coach, Mrs. 
Laura  Bass stated, ñWe had an awesome season! ñ 
  This yearôs Academic Bowl Team members are: (left to right) 

Christopher Cain, Stephan Cruver, Kathryn Rubino, Sydney  
Overton, Morgan Meacham, and Kelly Peel. 

Tournament Champions  
Coach James Brantley presents certificates to the third, 
fourth, and fifth grade level champions in the recent Ruth Hill 
Putt Putt Tournament. They are :(left to right) Kelly Peel, 
Jaydon Johnson, Cade Buchanan, Breôna Woodard, Kiarra 
Reese, and Markeisha Caldwell.  Jaydon and Markeisha 
were also recognized as overall grand champions!  

�1�X�U�V�H�·�V���1�R�W�H�V������Attention! 
 

There has been an immunization update regarding Varicella 
(Chicken Pox) and Mumps. ALL RISING SIXTH GRADERS 
must have two Varicella vaccines (or show proof of immunity) 
and two Mumps vaccines (or show proof of immunity).  
Parents please check with your doctor. YOUR CHILD WILL 
NOT BE PERMITTED TO ATTEND 6

TH
 GRADE WITHOUT 

MEETING THESE REQUIREMENTS.  
Patty Morris, Nurse 

Ruth Hillôs fifth grade students recently completed the nine week 
SAFE program sponsored by the Coweta County Sheriff   
Department. The SAFE (Students Are For Education) program 
teaches students the danger of drugs and violence.  Community 
leaders attending the SAFE graduation ceremony are pictured 
above with students who were honored for their participation in this 
program.  Pictured above from left to right are:(front row):Cpl. Rodney 
Ison, Aja Johnson,  Marterious Glass, Raekwon Stephens, Morgan 
Meacham, Gerri Cates, and Maj. Jimmy Yarbrough; (back row) Sgt. 
Ray Bowden, Maj. Kelvin Thompson, Sheriff Mike Yeager, Board 
Member Frank Farmer, and Lt. Stephen Crook. 

SAFE Awards 


